This “Tip Sheet” can help prevent problems using freshly sharpened blades. www.northerntails.com.

Blades in general - Lubricate with blade oil before using, then let run 5 seconds on clipper before groom or they may not
cut. Oil vibrates off in transit. PLEASE DON’T USE SPRAY COOLANTS, REM OIL, or WD-40 AS LUBRICANTS. Poor blade
lubrication and care will result in blades cutting only a few weeks rather than months. We have videos on our YouTube
page that will show you how to properly oil without getting any on the coat, takes very little oil, most are over oiling.
NOTE: Test a blade someplace BEFORE using it on a comb. Sometimes the comb is the reason it doesn’t cut and snags hair.
We don’t warranty blades used with comb attachments. Blades weren’t meant to have combs attached for different
height;blades skim the coat rather than dig to properly cut when a comb attachment is used. Try a different blade for that
coat; use one with a wider space between the teeth, #9 or # 8 1/2. Back brushing will also help, or go in reverse.

Ceramic Blades - Lubricate with blade oil before using. Qil vibrates off in transit. Use ceramic blade on clean combed out
dogs onlyyou can fragment the cutter making it un-repairable and it will just drag. Ceramic cutters cost $13+ to replace.
Ceramic cutters may dull the bottom blade if not oiled properly, then the blade will snag or drag. Never use a ceramic blade
on a comb attachment, the tips of the ceramic cutter may get broken off and the blade will drag, use a steel blade.

Shears (beveled or convex) — They have been adjusted and tested on hair to assure they cut all along the blade. Tension
determines how a shear cuts. Too loose can cause shears to fold at the tips especially 10” shears. Loose tension can also
cause thinners and convex shears to catch 1” from the pivot. The adjustment screw/wheel is for adjusting the cut, not to
adjust the shear for scissoring convenience. Tighten the tension one click at a time until it cuts good with your grip and
squeeze, you can do it. Clean and lube shears a couple times daily with shear lube only. Never put blade oil on a shear, it
will cause problems in time. Use convex shears for the head and body, and bevel shears for the feet and lower legs .

Comb Attachments — They don’t last forever; in fact, the metal combs aren’t the same to me as they were 20 years ago.
The springs can loosen over time and cause issues, if that comb moves at all on the blade while you push it causes cutting
problems; it’s not always the blade. If you’re getting jams on one side, or skims it could be the comb, try a different size on
another part of the dog to see if the issue goes away. Never wash combs in water, take a tire cleaning brush ( it has stiff
long bristles) and clean the teeth dipped in water, works immediately. You don’t have to use a 30 blade on a comb, we use
#9, #10, #15, and # 8 %5. The space between the teeth are wider on the 9’s and 8.5’s to let the coat feed better. There are
no blade companies that specifically tell you or make a 30 blade for use on a comb, in fact they say don’t use a comb.
Why? Because they will make a blade large enough to cut that high in the coat. The 30 blade was meant to cut 1/8 inch off
the skin where the hair follicles are rigid, not high in the coat where coat is thin because of the way it feeds into the blade.

IMPORTANT

Clippers are 50% of your cutting system, if they are not functioning properly, newly sharpened blades will not cut properly.
If there is any free play in your clippers drive assembly your blades will drag. General clipper maintenance is very easy and
your responsibility, not the sharpeners. All groomers should learn simple mechanics of their clipper. On Andis clippers,
change the blade drive monthly if you’re doing 8+ dogs a day. | proved this grooming in my own shop.

On any brand of clipper, worn blade drives, levers, or hinges may cause 7's and 10's to corn-row or drag. Change the hinge
or blade drive/lever and the symptoms go away. Freshly sharpened blades that have the proper tension will bring out
clipper problems that the dull blades covered up because they had higher tension caused by dirt and buildup. Corn rowing
is generally a clipper problem, means something is loose. Make sure the blade drive is new; make sure the hinge screws
are tight. Using combs all the time can loosen the hinge screws.

If you’re having trouble getting freshly sharpened blades to latch on a clipper there is a reason. It may not go on if you're
trying to “slap” the blade on without pushing the latch up. When this happens, push the latch up to put the blade on the

first time. This will enable the socket ears to adjust to the sides of the hinge. on the website called“How to put a blade on
a Clipper”, the right way and wrong way, please watch it for help. www.youtube.com/northerntailssharpening
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